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HOUSING: “CHICAGO SOUTH SIDE; NOT BY CHANCE, BUT BY CHOICE” 

Sponsored by Associated Bank, 743 East 47th Street  

___________________________________________________________________ 

With continuing challenges around supply, affordability, gentrification/displacement, and 

raising awareness of the available properties in the South Side of Chicago 

neighborhoods, 2019 is set to be another pivotal year for the housing sector. We 

encourage you to attend this information session to prepare for homeownership in 

several South Side Communities: Woodlawn, Washington Park, Bronzeville and South 

Shore. You will also learn about available properties and new construction possibilities 

in all listed areas. Many real estate resources will have resource tables in the Housing 

Breakout session.  

Moderator 

Paula M. Grantt is a CRA Business Development Support Officer at 

Associated Bank. Paula has over 19 years of experience in Community 

Revitalization work having worked with other lending institutions and a non-

profit.  Paula has been recognized for her many contributions to the Real Estate 

Community and local south and west side neighborhoods for her tireless services 

focused on homeownership, community building and neighborhood reinvestment.  

Paula is a lifetime Southside Chicago resident. She received her formal education from 

National Louis College and Western Illinois University. 
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Panelists 

Yolanda Frontany is the Vice President, CRA Residential Loan 

Manager at Associated Bank.  Yolanda has 26 years of mortgage lending 

experience and 15 years of leading teams who have focused on lending to 

the underserved consumers.  She is one of the founding members of the Chicago 

NAHREP chapter (National Association of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals).   

Yolanda has always lived on the north side of Chicago and studied at DePaul University 

and graduated from Northern IL University. 

 

Anthony Simpkins has been employed with the City of Chicago for over 

23 years in various positions.  Currently, he has been the Managing 

Deputy Commissioner, Department of Housing since July 2016.  Also, 

Anthony has served as a Judge in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. He has a 

strong grasp of the housing and economic issues facing the community as well as this 

city. 

Anthony is a graduate of Loyola University Chicago School of Law and University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champlain. He is a lifetime Chicagoan resident.  
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Sarah L. Ware is the Principal and Managing Broker to Ware Realty 

Group (WRG). Her firm specializes in commercial and residential sales 

along with market research. Sarah currently serves on various boards 

within her industry which include the following: The Chicago Association of Realtors, 

The Historical Bungalow Association, The Cook County Land Bank Authority, and the 

National Association of Realtors.  WRG is also certified as a Minority / Women / 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise with the City of Chicago which allows her to use her 

real estate expertise to assist government entities. 

Sarah is a native Chicagoan and a proud resident of the South Shore community. 

 

Margaret Wooten is the Vice President of the Housing & Financial 

Empowerment Center at the Chicago Urban League.  For over 26 years, 

Margaret has managed the day-to-day operations of the department and 

represented the agency at media events as it relates to areas of 

housing.  Margaret is dedicated to helping to build strong sustainable African American 

communities and creating opportunities with the power to transform people's lives 

through advocacy, collaboration, and innovation.  

Margaret received her formal education from Chicago State University. 
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Evell Knight is an Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager at Associated Bank. 

Evell has over 20 years of experience in Banking at various lending institutions.  He is a 

dynamic leader who delivers top results in sales, service and operations.  Evell is the 

leader at the new Associated Bank branch located at 743 East 47th.  He works with all 

size Retail and Business clients.  Evell received his formal education from University of 

Illinois at Urbana. 

	

Tour Leaders 

	
Melinda Jordan, aka MJ, or MJ the Closer, began leveraging her 

marketing experience as a REALTORS® with Coldwell Banker, the #1 

global real estate brokerage in 2008.  MJ believes that great 

REALTORS® are committed to on-going professional development, industry trend 

awareness, and local market insight. It is essential in serving her clients. MJ is an active 

member of the National Association of REALTORS® and Chicago Association of 

REALTORS®. She holds an active Accredited Buyer's Representative (ABR®) 

Designation, Real Estate Negotiation Expert (RENE) Certification and 203K 

Specialist Certification. 

MJ holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Journalism and Master of Business 

Administration Degree in Marketing.  
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	Nykea Pippion McGriff is a Dream Town Realty Broker that is passionate 

about real estate, and is actively involved in many organizations. As the 

National Association of Realtors (NAR) appointed Federal Political 

Coordinator for the 1st Congressional District of Illinois, she works tirelessly to promote 

initiatives that support property owners. Nykea is also the 2019 President of the Women’s 

Council of Realtors Illinois (WCR). As a licensed Managing Broker, Pippion McGriff believes 

in continued education and supporting other brokers, working as an instructor for Midwest Real 

Estate Data LLC (MRED). She is also the Treasurer of the Chicago Association of 

Realtors—the first African American woman to hold the position in the Association’s 135-year 

history.  

	


