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Annual Woodlawn Community Summit  
Celebrates 10 Years of Service 

 
CHICAGO (March 2019) - The Woodlawn Community Summit and South East Chicago Commission (SECC) will celebrate its 10th 
year by hosting the Annual Woodlawn Community Summit on Saturday March 16, 2019, from 8 a.m. -12:30 p.m., at the 
University of Chicago School of Social Service Administration, 969 East 60th Street.  The goal of the Summit is to bring together 
residents, business owners, and stakeholders to create a united vision to stregthen and develop Woodlawn including the surrounding 
communities.  
 
“Ten years ago, the University hosted the first Woodlawn Summit in a single, small classroom on our campus.  In every year since, 
attendance has grown exponentially with more than 500 attendees expected to fill our entire School of Social Services Administration 
building today,” said Derek Douglas, UChicago’s Vice President for Civic Engagement and External Affairs.  “The phenomenal 
growth over the years speaks to the power of engagement and Woodlawn’s strong sense of community.  People are coming out to 
learn more about their neighbors, to hear how they can get involved and to work together to advance their community.  UChicago’s 
Office of Civic Engagement is honored to serve as a partner.” 
 
The Summit is led and organized by resident volunteers and is considered the new model in civic engagement.  It is the largest event 
of its type on the South Side of Chicago.  Since its inception in 2009, the Woodlawn Community Summit has continued its work in 
developing and nurturing initiatives such as the Woodlawn Chamber of Commerce, targeted youth engagement programs, and 
neighborhood engagement.   The Summit is designed to be an energizing morning of action, serving as a clearing house for 
information and providing solutions to issues in the areas of Economic Development, Housing, Youth Engagement, Safety and 
Sustainability.  
 
This year’s keynote speaker is Jahmal Cole, Founder, My Block , My Hood, My City.  Mr. Cole is a tireless volunteer and role model.  
An advocate for education reform in Chicago, Jahmal is passionate about improving schools and is a frequent speaker at colleges in 
the Chicagoland area.  Jahmal is the author of The Torch of Decency: Rekindling the Spirit of Community Organizations, Athletes & 
MC’s and 50 Excuses: To Not Follow Your Dreams.  Other speakers and panelists will include experts in economic development, 
housing, finance and small business development.  
 
 “We appreciate the support from the community and our sponsors for this annual event.		The Advisory Committee has worked 
tirelessly to deliver an insightful program designed to ensure resident and stakeholder participation. We want to ensure that their 
voices are heard and that they are able to get to the resources they need. The community is wanting to contribute to the future of the 
neighborhood and are asking what they can do to support the growth”  stated Woodlawn Community Summit Co-Founders  Elizabeth 
Gardner and Deidre McGraw.  
 
The 2019 sponsors are the Office of Civic Engagement University of Chicago, Associated Bank, N.A., South East Chicago 
Commission, Preservation of Affordable Housing, DL3 Realty Northwestern Medicine, Skender Foundation, Terraco, Blacks in 
Green, YWCA of Metropolitan Chicago, 20th Ward Aldermanic Office, D’Luxe Connections, Jewel-Osco,  bon appetit, School of 
Social Service Administration, CEI Media Group, Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurant, 51st Street Business Association, A’vents by 
August and 5th Ward Aldermanic Office.  

 
Please visit www.woodlawnsummit.com for additional details. 
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About the Woodlawn Community Summit 
The Woodlawn Community Summit is a progressive initiative that drives the collaboration of neighbors, youth groups, elected 
leaders, business owners, and community stakeholders to promote the comprehensive growth and well-being of the Woodlawn 
community. 
 
About the South East Chicago Commission 
The mission of the South East Chicago Commission is to facilitate and support economic development within the Southeast lakefront 
communities of Hyde Park, Kenwood, Oakland, Washington Park and Woodlawn and to foster collaboration and coordination among 
businesses, organizations and institutions to promote the creation of jobs, investment and economic vitality. 
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