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South East Chicago Commission Announces the 

Neighborhood Enhancement Grant Program 2021 

CHICAGO (April 1, 2021) - The South East Chicago Commission (SECC) is excited to announce a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for the 2021 Neighborhood Enhancement Grant Program. While our nation, our city, and our 
communities continue to suffer during the COVID-19 pandemic and economic aftermath, SECC believes this 
is a great time for communities to come together to create spaces and resources in our South Side 
neighborhoods.  

SECC extends a special thanks to last year’s sponsors: the Elizabeth Louise Smith Fund, the Chicago 
Department of Public Health with project support from the Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago 
(PHIMC), Hyde Park Bank, A Wintrust Bank, and the Hyde Park Kenwood Community Conference’s Garden 
Committee.  

The SECC offers Neighborhood Enhancement Grants to organizations and community groups to support 
beautification projects, enhance the quality of life, and improve local neighborhoods. The program is 
designed to enhance the physical attractiveness and walkability of the Hyde Park, Kenwood, Oakland, 
Woodlawn, and Washington Park communities. Since 1999, SECC has granted nearly $1,000,000 collectively 
to neighborhood schools, faith-based and community organizations, park advisory councils, and block groups 
to support neighborhood beautification projects! The SECC is excited to resume making grants for 2021 on 
our normal timeline. 

In 2020, the SECC received special funds to implement two special projects within a half mile Greenline CTA 
stations 51st Street, Garfield Blvd. or 63rd Street and Cottage Grove. If special funds become available, the 
SECC will offer two special projects near the specified Greenline CTA stations an additional $1,000 to conduct 
a walkability assessment near their project site.  
 
Applications for the 2021 Neighborhood Enhancement Grant are now being accepted. Grant awards are based 
upon the proposed project, with a maximum grant amount of $4,000 per organization. Proposed projects 
must: 

• Be highly visible from the street 

• Be completed between June 1 - September 1, 2021 

• Physically enhance and build on the uniqueness and character of the neighborhood  

• Strengthen civic pride and a strong sense of community 

• Be sustainable 

• Special consideration will be given to community projects within a half mile of a Greenline Station 
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Each proposal will be reviewed by a committee comprised of representatives from the community areas and 
the SECC. Proposal deadline is Monday, May 3rd, 2021. 

The following are a few examples of projects previously-funded by a Neighborhood Enhancement Grant: 

• YWCA Y Women Grown Urban Farm – The YWCA installed picnic tables with benches, large herb 
planters, a raised flower bed, signage, and the equipment necessary for installation at their Urban 
Garden at Emmitt Till Elementary. (Woodlawn)  

• Kenwood Pointe Beautification Project – Kenwood Pointe Block Club beautified the 6400-6600 
corners of S. Kenwood with custom flowers, plants, and bushes designed by master gardener, Bill 
Hill. (Woodlawn) 

• The Revival Public Mural - The Revival partnered with South Side artist, Rahmaan Statik, to paint a 
timely mural on the west-facing wall of their theater on 55th Street with themes of social justice and 
empowerment. (Hyde Park) 

 

For more information and to download RFP materials, please visit: 

https://www.secc-chicago.org/neighborhood-enhancement-grant/ 

Please contact the South East Chicago Commission at 773-324-6926 or via email 

at rebecca@secc-chicago.org to learn more about this exciting opportunity. 

 


